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OUR AFRICA Exploring Africa since 1999

10 Day Botswana Family
Camping Safari with Teenagers

Embark on an action-packed, teen-friendly adventure in south-east Africa. See the thundering spectacle of
Victoria Falls, say hello to some new friends at the Khama Rhino Sanctuary, explore the far-out Okavango Delta
by traditional canoe and watch elephants drink from the Chobe River. Pack plenty of spare camera batteries,
because this snap-happy trip, brimming with exciting animal encounters and landscapes like you’ve never seen,

is one for the photo album.
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HIGHLIGHTS
Be blown away by the power of Victoria Falls
Travel along the Chobe River at sunset
Cruise the waterways of the Okavango Delta
Spot rhinos in the Khama Rhino Sanctuary
Enjoy a game drive on the fringe of the Kalahari Desert

ITINERARY

10 Days
Botswana, South Africa, Zimbabwe

It is our intention to adhere to the route described below but a certain amount of flexibility is built into the tour and on
occasion it may be necessary or desirable to make alterations to the published itinerary.

DAY 1
VICTORIA FALLS

Welcome to Africa! Once you arrive at the Victoria Falls Rest Camp, reception will advise you where our campsite
is located. Make your way to the site, meet your leader and get settled in. Your adventure begins at 2pm with a
group meeting at our campsite. After which we will visit Victoria Falls.
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This thundering curtain of water is about a mile wide, falling 108 metres into a narrow gorge below. In the wet
season, the spray created can rise up an incredible 400 metres and the falls become an impressive raging torrent.
In the dry season, the view of the falls is unobstructed by spray and you can see little islets in the river below.

If you arrive early, get out and explore Victoria Falls. You can choose from various activities and excursions,
including white water rafting, canoeing and flying fox rides. For an incredible scenic helicopter flight, choose
Zambezi Helicopter Company (CAA Zimbabwe).

Accommodation:
Victoria Falls Rest Camp or similar (camping with facilities) (1 night)

Included Activities:
Victoria falls — Victoria Falls Entrance

Meals:
None

Victoria Falls

Victoria Falls, 1 700 m wide and 108 m high — is said to be the largest falls in the world. David Livingstone, the
Scottish explorer, is believed to have been the first European to view the Victoria Falls and wrote: "It has never
been seen before by European eyes, but scenes so wonderful must have been gazed upon by angels in their flight".
The older, indigenous name of Mosi-oa-Tunya (‘the Smoke that Thunders’) is the name in official use in Zambia.
Due to its immense power and size, the waterfall is surrounded by a rich mythology. The local Tonga people of the
Zambezi believe that a river god, Nyaminyami, resides in the water in the form of an immense snake. When the
Kariba Dam was built in the 1950s, the Zambezi River flooded three times, causing many deaths and much
destruction. The local people believe Nyaminyami caused the terrible floods in his anger at the construction.

The unusual form of Victoria Falls enables virtually the whole width of the falls to be viewed face-on, at the same
level as the top, from as close as 60 metres, because the whole Zambezi River drops into a deep, narrow slot like
chasm, connected to a long series of gorges. Few other waterfalls allow such a close approach on foot.

The falls are formed as the full width of the river plummets in a single vertical drop into a chasm 60-120 m wide,
carved by its waters along a fracture zone in the basalt plateau. The depth of the chasm, called the First Gorge,
varies from 80 m at its western end to 108 m in the centre. The only outlet to the First Gorge is a 110 m-wide gap
about two-thirds of the way across the width of the falls from the western end, through which the whole volume
of the river pours into the Victoria Falls gorges.

There are two islands on the crest of the falls that are large enough to divide the curtain of water even at full flood:
Boaruka Island (or Cataract Island) near the western bank and Livingstone Island near the middle. At less than full
flood, additional islets divide the curtain of water into separate parallel streams. The main streams are named, in
order from Zimbabwe (west) to Zambia (east): Leaping Water (called Devil's Cataract by some), Main Falls, Rainbow
Falls (the highest) and the Eastern Cataract.

DAY 2
CHOBE NATIONAL PARK

After some breakfast and packing up camp we travel to Chobe National Park. Botswana's first national park is
perhaps best known for its high concentration of elephants, which can often be seen swimming in the Chobe
River. The river also attracts wallowing hippos, a variety of birdlife, crocodiles sunning themselves by the water's
edge, and cheetahs and lions which come down to drink. Enjoy a sunset cruise on the Chobe River, a relaxing way
to spend the afternoon with the family.

Driving time: 2-3 hours

Accommodation:
Thebe River Safaris or similar (camping with facilities) (1 night)

Included Activities:
Chobe National Park - River cruise
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Meals:
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Chobe National Park

Chobe National Park, the second largest park in Botswana, covers 10 566 square km of northern Botswana. The
Park forms part of the mosaic of lakes, islands and floodplains formed from the Kwando, Linyanti and Chobe River
systems. The area is renowned for its vast herds of elephant and buffalo. The elephant population is currently about
120 000. The Chobe elephants are migratory, moving up to 200 km from the Chobe and Linyanti rivers, where they
concentrate in the dry season, to the pans in the southeast of the park in the rainy season. They are Kalahari
elephants, characterized by rather brittle ivory and short tusks, perhaps because of calcium deficiency in the soil.
Due to their high concentration, there is a lot of damage to the vegetation in some areas. Culls have been
considered but are too controversial and have thus far been rejected.

The original inhabitants of the area were the San people, otherwise known in Botswana as the Basarwa. They were
hunter-gatherers who lived by moving from one area to another in search of water, wild fruits and hunting grounds.
The San were pushed out by groups of the Basubiya people and, around 1911, a group of Batawana moved to the
area. In 1931 it was decided that a national park would protect the wildlife from extinction and attract tourists. In
1932, an area of some 24 000 square km in the Chobe district was declared a non-hunting area.

Over the years the park’s boundaries have been altered and the people settled in the area have been relocated
graduallly and Chobe National Park was finally empty of human occupation in 1975. In 1980 and again in 1987, the
boundaries were altered, increasing the park to its present size.

DAY 3

NATA
Hit the road early and head to Elephant Sands for the night. Elephant Sands has a natural waterhole right in front
of the lodge where the local elephants come to drink. Watch these awesome creatures whilst they drink at only a
couple of meters away from you. There is plenty of other wildlife around as well on this unfenced 16000 ha
private conservancy. The lack of fences allows all animals to roam freely. After setting up camp, head off on a

bush walk activity which is a wonderful chance to learn about the smaller things in the bush which are often not
noticed on game drives.

Driving time: 6-7 hours

Accommodation:
Elephant Sands or similar (camping with facilities) (1 night)

Included Activities:
Nata — Elephant Sand Bush Walk

Meals:
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 4
MAUN

After packing up camp it's another long travelling day to Maun. Maun is the gateway to one of the world's most
renowned and complex ecosystems, the Okavango Delta. This place is unlike anything in the world —a 16,000
square kilometre maze of wetlands made up of meandering waterways, green islands, lush plains and prolific
wildlife. You might see hippos, crocodiles, elephants and big cats. But it's not the animals that are the main
attraction —it's the extremely diverse ecosystem and atmospheric waterscapes. Tonight, you'll stay on the
outskirts of Maun at a simple campsite with shared facilities and WiFi before heading into the Delta in the
morning.
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Driving time: 6-7 hours

Accommodation:
Sedia camping ground or similar (1 night)

Meals:
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Maun

Maun, the fifth largest town in Botswana, is known as the tourism capital and the gateway to the Okavango Delta.
It is an eclectic contrast of modern buildings and traditional huts. Now home to over 30 000people, the town was
founded in 1915 as the tribal capital of the Botswana people. It originally serviced the local cattle ranching and
hunting operations of the area and had a reputation as a hard living 'Wild West' town. With the growth of the
tourism industry and the completion of the tar road from Nata in the early 1990s, Maun developed swiftly, losing
much of its old town character. However, it is still infamous for its infestation of donkeys and to lesser extent, goats.
These animals can be seen wandering around freely as the local farmers arrive in the innumerable taxis to sell their
wares on the kerbside.

With the influx of tourism dollars, the typical traditional rondavels (round huts) of the past have been replaced by
square but modestly sized cinderblock homes roofed with tin, or sometimes tiles. It is not unusual to see mud
rondavels with satellite dishes, attesting to the increasing affluence of Botswana, and the increasingly reliability of
power and communications in the town. This striking contrast of the traditional and the modern is also evident in
the multi-level air-conditioned shopping centres incongruously surrounded by potholes, dusty parking lots and
lively marketplaces.

DAY 5
OKAVANGO DELTA

Cruise around the waterways by mokoro, a traditional dugout canoe navigated by friendly local 'polers'. With
some luck, you might spot some of the delta's unusual wildlife and exotic birdlife. Spend time exploring the
maze of lagoons, lakes and streams on foot, led by experienced and knowledgeable guides. Tonight, you will
camp on a remote island in the heart of the wilderness. In this far-out spot, facilities are non-existent, so you
will dig a bush toilet and go without a shower. It's all part of the Okavango experience. At night, fall asleep to
the humming and buzzing of the African wilderness.

Accommodation:
Okavango Delta Camping (camping with no facilities) (1 night)

Included Activities:
Okavango Delta — Mokoro safari

Meals:
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Okavango Delta

The Okavango Delta is the world’s largest inland delta, a labyrinth of lagoons, lakes and hidden channels covering
17 000 square km. It originates in Angola - numerous tributaries join to form the Cubango River, which then flows
through Namibia, becoming the Kavango River and finally enter Botswana, where it is becomes the Okavango.
Millions of years ago the Okavango River used to flow into a large inland lake called Lake Makgadikgadi (now
Makgadikgadi Pans). Tectonic activity and faulting interrupted the flow of the river causing it to back up and form
what is now the Okavango Delta. This has created a unique system of waterways that supports a vast array of animal
and plant life that would have otherwise been a dry Kalahari savannah.

There are an estimated 200 000 large mammals in and around the Okavango Delta. On the mainland and among
the islands in the delta, lions, elephants, hyenas, wild dog, buffalo, hippo and crocodiles congregate with a teeming
variety of antelope and other smaller animals - warthog, mongoose, spotted genets, monkeys, bush babies and tree
squirrels. Notably the endangered African Wild Dog is present within the Okavango Delta, exhibiting one of the
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richest pack densities in Africa. The delta also includes over 400 species of birds, including the African Fish Eagle.

Many of these animals live in the Delta but the majority pass through, migrating with the summer rains to find
renewed fields for grazing. With the onset of winter, the countryside dries up and they make their way back to the
floodplains. This leads to some of the most incredible sightings as large numbers of prey and predators are pushed
together. Certain areas of the Delta provide some of the best predator action seen anywhere in the world.

The Moremi Game Reserve can be found on the eastern side of the Okavango Delta, however many others smaller,
private lodges can be found in other parts, each of which offers guests a unique and exclusive experience. The
favourite time of year to visit is during its dry season, just after the rains have fallen, as your days will be dry and
warm (during the summer season the rains fall almost constantly, and the temperatures can soar above 40°C.)

DAY 6
OKAVANGO DELTA

Wake up early and head out for a sunrise walk. Along the way, keep watch for some elephants. You might also
come across some Cape buffalo, if the timing is right. These rather noble-looking creatures are more dangerous
than they look, and their horns make for a kind of bone shield that's fittingly known as a 'boss'. Returning to
camp for breakfast, take the rest of the day to relax. A refreshing swim, or perhaps a nap, is a good idea in the
warmer part of the day. Alternatively, take another mokoro trip to soak up more of that delightful river
atmosphere.

Accommodation:
Okavango Delta Camping (camping with no facilities) (1 night)

Included Activities:
Okavango Delta — Sunrise Walk

Meals:
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 7
MAUN

After breakfast take the mokoro back to the poling station and then travel once again to Maun. Today you'll visit a
rural village and interact with some of the locals. This will give you an insight into daily life on the Okavango Delta
and perhaps some background history on these awesome sprawling waterways that are the lifeblood of many.
Driving time: 2-3 hours

Accommodation:
Sedia camping ground or similar (1 night)

Meals:
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 8
KHAMA RHINO SANCTUARY

It's an early morning start as we hit the road to the Khama Rhino Sanctuary. Situated on the edge of the Kalahari
Desert, the Khama Rhino Sanctuary is a conversion of a former hunting area into a conservation project. Built to
protect Botswana's only remaining populations of both black and white rhinos, the sanctuary is also home to
other wildlife including zebras, giraffes, leopards, ostriches and wildebeest, all of which can be seen around the
many natural waterholes. Visiting this project benefits local communities and contributes to the protection of the
highly endangered white rhinoceros. Later, head out on a dusk game drive to see the rhinos when they are at
their most active.
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Driving time: 8-9 hours

Accommodation:
Khama Rhino Sanctuary (camping with facilities) (1 night)

Included Activities:
Khama Rhino Sanctuary - Open Safari Vehicle Game Drive

Meals:
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 9
BLOUBERG

Leaving Botswana behind, cross the border into South Africa and arrive at your overnight stop of Blouberg this
afternoon. Here at the base of a mountain, where there are no roads, you'll find the Hanawa people, a small
village community, many of whom still lead an age-old way of life. Take a walk with your local guide, following
paths along the base of the Blouberg Mountains and listening to stories of the tribe. You'll visit a Lutheran
missionary village (Bochum) and be guest to some locals who will provide an evening meal — perhaps mazie and
watermelon (Thopi), chicken-based stews (Malana) or a green vegetable called marogo. You can also sample their
traditionally brewed beer (for the adults). Note that vegetarians will have limited options — speak to your leader
to arrange an alternative.

Driving time: 6-7 hours

Accommodation:
African Ivory Route Camping or similar (camping with facilities) (1 night)

Included Activities:
Blouberg- Cultural Dinner

Meals:
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

DAY 10
JOHANNESBURG

After breakfast we start the drive to Johannesburg. The group arrive late afternoon where the trip will end. if you
have additional time why not get out and explore Johannesburg, a city of remarkable contrasts. Perhaps visit the
culturally rich areas of Newtown, Braamfontein or Maboneng. The eye-opening Apartheid Museum is well worth
your time.

We recommend you don't book your departure flight until after 8pm.

Accommodation:
None

Meals:
Breakfast

Tour Information

Joining point

Victoria Falls Rest Camp and Lodges
Stand 5 Parkway

Victoria Falls

ZIMBABWE
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Phone: +26 3773496695

Finish point

Holiday Inn Rosebank

The Zone Phase 2, 187 Oxford Rd
Johannesburg

SOUTH AFRICA

2196

FINISH TIME:

If you have pre-booked a departure transfer, please inform your leader and they will notify you of your departure
transfer time.

If you are making your own way to the airport the hotel will be able to help book you an airport shuttle or taxi.
Please ask at reception

IMPORTANT NOTES

1) Please note that these trips are for adults and children travelling together and there must be at least one child
under 18 with you.

2) Minimum age for children on this trip is strictly 10 years old due to government safety restrictions in the
Okavango Delta.

3) A discount of 10% applies on this trip to children under 17 years of age at time of travel.

4) Entry Requirements - Travelling with Children: Parents need to produce an original unabridged birth certificate
if they are travelling with children to South Africa. This regulation has been put in place to protect children from
being abducted, kidnapped and trafficked. The Department of Home Affairs has urged all parents to apply for
unabridged certificates for their children. Additionally, further documentation including permission to travel, may
be required if only one parent is travelling. These are requirements of the immigration regulation 6 (12)(a) for
parents travelling with children. More information can be found here:
http://www.dha.gov.za/index.php/statements-speeches/621-updated-advisory...

5) A Single Supplement is available on this trip, please ask your booking agent for more information.

ACCOMMODATION:

Camping with facilities (7 nights), Camping with no facilities (2 nights)

GENERAL ROOMING CONFIGURATIONS:

Family of two - All family groupings of two will be put into a twin room.

Family of three - Wherever possible we will put you in a triple room. Please be aware that in a handful of places
triple rooms are in short supply. This means that, in practice, a triple room will often simply be a twin room with a
mattress on the floor or a further bed squashed in. Where it is impossible to provide a triple room, you will have to
decide which of your party takes the single room.

Family of four or more - You will most likely stay in two twin rooms. If and wherever possible we will aim put you
in a quadruple room. Whilst we will do our very best to ensure that families are roomed close together (in some
cases, we can arrange adjoining rooms), we can’t guarantee this. Most family holidays occur during peak season
and we sometimes have little to no control over where you will be put. You need to come prepared for this.
Camping accommodation on this trip is mainly in two-person canvas dome tents with camping mattresses supplied.
A sleeping bag is not included but is available for hire if you do not wish to bring your own. Please advise your
booking agent if you would like to hire a sleeping bag.

‘Camping with facilities’ means that there are facilities, but they usually aren't to the same standard you would find
in western countries. For example the bathroom facilities can be very basic (the toilets may be a squat-style hole in
the ground). There is rarely toilet paper provided and shower facilities can be as simple as a hose pipe spurting out
cold water. Nights indicated as ‘Camping with no facilities” means that there are no facilities. Not all campsites are
as basic as this description - it's just to make sure there are no surprises for you.

MEALS:
9 Breakfasts, 8 Lunches, 8 Dinners
Please Budget approximately USD 160 for meals not included
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If you have any dietary requirements please tell us at the time of booking, and also remind your crew at your
welcome meeting.

A typical camp breakfast might be toast with spreads, cereal, something hot such as eggs or pancakes, as well as
tea and coffee. Lunch is almost always a sandwich with healthy salad and assorted fillings, sometimes with fruit to
follow. There may be a chance on occasion to buy your lunch. Dinner might be a BBQ, rice dish or pasta dish and
there is always the chance to try some African food such as ugali and stew.

One thing is sure - you definitely won't go hungry or lose weight on your safari! When you aren't camping you will
have the freedom to decide where, what and with whom you eat.

TRANSPORT:

Overland vehicle, Open safari vehicle

The trucks are purpose-built, self-contained safari vehicles.

African conditions are extremely tough on vehicles. While we fastidiously maintain our vehicles at our workshops,
you should not expect Africa to be your traditional touring experience. While it's certainly our aim to avoid them,
it's important that you set off on your trip knowing that the occasional breakdown can happen and are best treated
as part of the African adventure. Due to wet weather there may be times when we have to take an alternative route
which will mean longer travel times.

Luggage

We advise clients to be as light as possible when travelling through Africa. It is not a destination where you want
to lug suitcases and heavy bags around. Lodges rarely have suitcase ramps meaning wheels are sometimes more
of a hindrance and also impact on the case fitting in the lockers. On booking the pre-departure info will have a
packing guide to help you prepare.

Should you have further questions, please feel free to contact us on the below details.

General Enquiries & Reservations - info@detourafrica.co.za
Toll Free US/Canada - 1-800-287-0823

Toll Free UK - 0-808-134-9963
Toll Free Australia - 1-800-897-833

Other Countries - +27214241115

SAFARI NJEMA
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